
1998 
Washington voters  

approved Initiative 692 
legalizing medical  

marijuana 

2007 
Senate Bill 6032 clari-

fies the role, standards 
and conditions for 
medical marijuana  

 

2003 
City of Seattle passed Initia-

tive 75 making marijuana 
offenses lowest enforcement 

priority for police and city 
attorney  

2000 
New medical conditions 

added by legislature 
 

Nov., 2012 
Voters  approved Initia-
tive 502 to legalize non-

medical marijuana 

July, 2015 
House Bill 2136 

changed excise tax 
adopted under I-502 
to a single 37% excise 

tax collected at the 
retail point of sale 

 April, 2015 
Senate Bill 5052 placed all 

marijuana regulation under 
Liquor Control Board and 
began process to close all 

medical dispensaries 

Medical Marijuana (as of July 2016): 

 Registered  patients may possess up to 8 ounces; 

registered healthcare practitioners may possess 

up to 16 ounces 

 Registered patient ay cultivate up to 6 plants; 

registered practitioners may cultivate 15 plants 

 Registration is voluntary, but registrants can re-

ceive tax-free purchases from licensed stores 

Non-Medical Marijuana: 

 Age 21+ can posses 1 ounce of useable mariju-

ana, up to 16 ounces of marijuana infused 

product, or 72 ounces of cannabis-infused 

liquid for personal use   

 Home cultivation not allowed 

 Retail sales through state-licensed entities 

July, 2014 
First non-medical  
retail sales to the  

public began 

2010 
Senate Bill 5798 expanded 

medical marijuana prescrib-
ers to include naturopathic       

doctors, physician                 
assistants, and advance reg-

istered nurses 

2011 

City of Tacoma 
made marijua-
na lowest en-

forcement 
priority 

Federal Actions: 

   Gonzalez v. Raich (2005) 

   DOJ releases Ogden memo (2009) 

   DOJ releases 1st Cole memo (2011) 

   DOJ releases 2nd Cole memo (2013)  

Legend: 

Decriminalization 

Medical Marijuana 

Non-Medical Marijuana 

- - -  Tentative Dates 
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Dec., 2012 
I-502 went into effect.  
State given 1 year to 

finalize rules for imple-
mentation 

Dec., 2013 
I-502 rules finalized. 

Licenses for producers, 
processors and retails 

are issued 

2008 
State sets 60-day sup-
ply limit at 24 ounces 

plus 15 plants 

 July, 2016 
Cannabis Protection Act 

went into effect. Fully inte-
grates medical and non-

medical markets. 


